SCALA GENTIUM . UNIT I

TO THE REVIEWER

Unit 1 at a Glance

AT A GLANCE

What you are holding is the shallow end. Week 1 is the unit’s on-ramp: one

Lapide excerpt, the first and simplest writing exercise, the anteroom of the

memory palace. Every strand deepens on a fixed schedule — and the two

things reviewers most often ask for after Week 1, more commentary study

and the comparison between what the student reads and what the Church

teaches, are respectively the unit’s build and its destination.
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THE METHOD

Comparison on a Schedule

The series” method — a nation’s partial truth set beside the Catholic
fullness — is taught explicitly, and on a schedule:

Weeks 5 & 7 the “Where Christians differ” boxes argue the contested
points — ever-virgin; the Real Presence — on their merits, without
retreat.

Week 7 Comparison is the writing exercise itself: the story’s own
instruction, “set the two side by side.”

Weeks 2-8 the Shelf’s four Visits carry the bridges between Aeneid 6
and the Gospel — the student finds the Sibyl’s cave, the golden bough,
and the descent really there, then weighs what Virgil saw against what
Matthew counted.

Week 9 every student — Catholic or not — writes the thesis and
defends it aloud for ten minutes.

WHY NOT WEEK 1

Week 1 gives the student the pagan
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term of the comparison. The unit
supplies the other term before asking
anyone to weigh them.

Judge Week 1 as a Foundation

The question Week 1 must answer is narrow: does the on-ramp hold a
student who can read the Douay-Rheims but couldn’t locate Augustus?
The depth questions — commentary, comparison, assessment — are
answered by the schedule overleaf, and in full by the Unit 1 Architecture

document.
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